
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
 
Press release                Vienna, 24 September 2015 
 
 
Who dares wins: viennacontemporary launched with successful opening night 
 
 
At 2:00pm, the beginning of the Preview, invited guests were already flocking to Marx Halle Vienna in 
Vienna's third district, the new venue of viennacontemporary. The 19th century wrought iron construction 
offered an impressive atmosphere for the 99 galleries and their booths. Both the program of the 
participating galleries and the collectors, who have travelled to Vienna from North and South America, Asia 
and Europe, highlighted the fair's international character. Collectors included, among others, 
viennacontemporary's collector-ambassador couple Ingrid and Thomas Jochheim from Germany as well as 
Friedhelm Hütte, head of "The Deutsche Bank Collection". Collectors such as Mimi Dusselier and Erno 
Vroonen/Belgium, Mikael Landström/Norway, Paolo Falcone/Italy, Marietta Budiner/Switzerland, Maria 
Anna Potocka/Poland, Mark Cuček/Slovenia, Gianni Jetzer/US as well as Gaudenz B. Ruf/Switzerland or 
Miguel Rios/Portugal are proof of the international significance of viennacontemporary.  
 
The local art scene did not miss out on the first look at the new venue either. Karola Kraus/Director mumok 
- museum moderner kunst stiftung ludwig wien, Agnes Husslein/Director Belvedere, Christoph Thun-
Hohenstein/Director MAK–Austrian Museum of Applied Arts/Contemporary Art, Herwig 
Kempinger/President Secession, Peter Bogner/Director Austrian Frederick and Lillian Kiesler Private 
Foundation, Hans Peter Wipplinger/Director Leopold Museum, Gabriele Schor/Director Sammlung Verbund 
collection, and Christiane Krejs/Director Kunstraum Niederoesterreich enjoyed the unique atmosphere at 
Marx Halle together with artists such as Brigitte Kowanz, Erwin Wurm, Gunter Damisch, Ona B, Manfred 
Wakolbinger, Hans Kupelwieser, Marko Lulic, and many others. 
 
At the end of this major art party marking the start of the autumn season for galleries and collectors alike, 
7.300 visitors had attended, a clear rise in numbers in comparison to previous years.  
 
Awards for innovatively curated booths 
Since 2006, the Vienna Chamber of Commerce has been supporting the positioning and promotion of Vienna as 
an international venue for art and culture by awarding the "Gallery Prize der Wirtschaftskammer Wien". For the 
first time, the gallery prize – endowed with 10.000 euros – for the best booth design was awarded in the 
categories Austrian and International Gallery. The prizes, endowed with 5.000 euros each, will be awarded to an 
Austrian and an international gallery, aiming to recognize the outstanding quality of Austrian galleries as well as 
illustrating the increasing significance of Vienna as a venue for the international art scene. From 2008 to 2014, 
the prize was awarded in the categories Emerging and Established to young and established galleries. In 2015, 
the jury included the following personalities: Horst Szaal, Chairman of the Board for Art Trade at the Vienna 
Chamber of Commerce, Peter Assmann, Director Palazzo Ducale/Mantua and Krist Gruijthuijsen, Artistic 
Director Grazer Kunstverein. 
 
"The Austrian Gallery Prize will be awarded to unttld contemporary, a young Austrian gallery which continuously 
strives to introduce new approaches to the Vienna art scene. At viennacontemporary, the gallery has succeeded 
in harmoniously contrasting older, established works with more recent works, thus weaving a coherent artistic 
context. After some discussion, the jury has decided to reward a young, emerging gallery as a deliberate sign of 
support. The International Gallery Prize will be awarded to Martin Asbaek Gallery from Copenhagen/Denmark, 
showing the artist Sophie Bird Moller at viennacontemporary, who intelligently confronts the challenges of the 
contemporary picture wave with thoroughly-conceived picture concepts using various approaches", the jury 
argues in its decision.  
The official award ceremony will take place on Thursday, 24 October 2015 at 10:00 am at the Vienna Chamber 
of Commerce with Horst Szaal, Chairman of the Board for Art Trade and the Vice President of the Vienna 
Chamber of Commerce, Sepp Bitzinger.  



	  

"Over the past years, we have firmly positioned Vienna as an art market place in the international fair world. 
With the 25 galleries participating in viennacontemporary for the first time, a balanced yet high-profile mix of 
galleries from East, West and Austria, and in particular with local and international collectors, many of 
whom have already visited the opening at Marx Halle Vienna, we will use this year's edition as a decisive 
stepping stone for further positive developments of viennacontemporary", Christina Steinbrecher-Pfandt, 
Artistic Director of viennacontemporary, is pleased to announce after the successful opening.  



	  

Sponsors and partners of viennacontemporary 2015: 
 
Strategic partner viennacontemporary: Sberbank 
 
Strategic VIP Partner: JP Immobilien 
 
Partner: Vienna Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Wien Kultur, steininger.designers , Aksenov Family 
Foundation, Romanian Cultural Institut, Hey-U Mediagroup, Kunsttrans, Official Maserati Dealer Keusch, 
illy, Vöslauer, Wien Tourismus, Wien Ticket, Zantho 
 
With kind support of: Austrian Federal Chancellery  
  
Partner VIP Program: 21er Haus, Akademie der bildenden Künste Wien, Albertina, departure – the 
creative center of the Vienna Business Agency, ESSL MUSEUM, Jewish Museum Vienna, 
Kunsthistorisches Museum Wien, Kunsthalle Wien, LEOPOLD MUSEUM, Lower Belvedere, MAK, mumok, 
SAMMLUNG VERBUND, Secession, TBA21–Augarten, Parallel Vienna, Volksgarten 
 
Official catering partner: Le Méridien, Moët & Chandon 
 
Partner hotels: Hotel Sacher Wien, The Guesthouse Vienna, Motel One Wien-Staatsoper, Star Inn Wien 
Hauptbahnhof  
 
Strategic media partners: Die Presse, Ö1, Parnass, Art Review, Art Rabbit 
 
Official online partner: Artsy 
 
Media partners: Aesthetica, ARTAFISHAVIENNA, art and signature, Artcollector, ArtGuideEast, 
artmagazine.cc, artnet News, Artprice, ARTPROFIL, Baku, Camera Austria, Cercle Diplomatique, EIKON, 
exhibist, FAQ Magazine, frieze d/e, izi.travel, kunnst, Parabol Art Magazine, Revista ARTA, Spike Art 
Quarterly, springerin, Texte zur Kunst, Vernissage 
 
Members of the admission committee: 
Miryam Charim, Charim Galerie, Vienna 
Christophe Gaillard, Galerie Christophe Gaillard, Paris 
Andreas Huber, Galerie Andreas Huber, Vienna 
Ursula Krinzinger, Galerie Krinzinger, Vienna 
Nikolaus Oberhuber, KOW Berlin, Berlin 
Timothy Persons, Gallery Taik Persons, Berlin 
 



	  

viennacontemporary 
24 – 27 September 2015 
Marx Halle Vienna 
Karl-Farkas-Gasse 19, A-1030 Vienna 
 
Opening hours: 
Thursday, 24 September 2015: 11:00am – 7:00pm 
Friday, 25 September 2015: 11:00am – 7:00pm 
Saturday, 26 September 2015: 11:00am – 7:00pm 
Sunday, 27 September 2015: 11:00am – 6:00pm 
 
Ticket prices: 
12,50 euros Day ticket for adults 
9,00 euros Senior ticket upon presentation of a valid ID 
5,00 euros After-Work-Ticket (Thursday/Friday starting at 4:00 pm) 
Free entrance for children under 14 and for students after 3:00 pm with a valid student ID 
 
How to get there (public transport): 
Tram: 71 (St. Marx), 18 (Viehmarktgasse or St. Marx) 
Bus: 74A (Viehmarktgasse or St. Marx), 80A (Neu Marx) 
Subway: U3 (Erdberg, exit Nottendorfer Gasse) 
Regional express: S7 (St. Marx) 
 
Information: 
www.viennacontemporary.at 
www.facebook.com/viennacontemporary 
www.viennacontemporarymag.com 
 
 
For further inquiries: 
Christina Steinbrecher-Pfandt, artistic director and spokesperson viennacontemporary 
steinbrecherpfandt@viennacontemporary.at  
 
Renger van den Heuvel, managing director and spokesperson viennacontemporary 
vandenheuvel@viennacontemporary.at  
 
 
Press viennacontemporary: 
Christina Werner, w.hoch.2wei. Kulturelles Projektmanagement 
Breite Gasse 17/4, A-1070 Vienna 
T: +43 1 524 96 46-22 
M: +43 (0) 681 840 77 88 6 (during the opening hours of the fair) 
E: werner@kunstnet.at  
 
Press download: www.viennacontemporary.at/en/presse 
Online catalogue: www.viennacontemporary.at/en/online-catalogue 
 
 
Fair dates 2016 und 2017: 
22 – 25 September 2016 
21 – 24 September 2017 
 

 


